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Dordt’s Ross Douma Named GPAC Athletic Director-of-the-Year 
 

(Sioux City, Iowa) – Ross Douma of Dordt University (Iowa) has been selected as the 2021-22 Hauff Mid-
America Sports/Great Plains Athletic Conference (GPAC) Athletic Director of the Year.  The award is voted 
on by the league’s athletic directors.  
 
Douma has been athletic director at Dordt University since 2017. Prior to that he served as the Associate 
Director of Athletics and Head Men’s Basketball Coach at Dordt. 
 
Last year he guided the Defenders to their highest finish ever in the GPAC All-Sports Trophy standings 
(Third Place). In addition, Dordt was 15th in the Learfield IMG Directors’ Cup standings, also their highest 
ranking to date. The Defenders were NAIA National Runner-up in Women’s Basketball and the GPAC 
Champions in both Men’s and Women’s Cross Country. 
 
One of the many highlights at Dordt last year was the Game Changer Christian Sports Summit. Key 

speakers included Brock Huard, Wayne Simien, Ron Brown, Brian Smith and Nancy Metcalf. 

 

“The bottom line is that Ross is a first-rate leader, driven for excellence because of his love for Jesus, and 

from his desire to help student-athletes model this type of leadership during their time at Dordt and 

throughout their entire lives following graduation,” said Dordt University President Dr. Erik Hoekstra.  “He’s 

a huge blessing to Dordt.” 

 

While at the helm of the Defender Athletic Department he has expanded the Defender Gold Club, the lead 

fundraising initiative for the athletic department, helping to raise funds to create an impactful student-

athlete experience. In addition, in just the last year capital projects were finished including lights at the 

soccer complex, design & installation of a multi-level golf hitting facility and installed a new indoor track 

surface.   

 

Presently Douma serves as the GPAC Athletic Director Representative to the GPAC Council of Presidents.  

 

“Ross has worked hard for our conference and represents his institution in a positive way regardless of the 

situation,” said Corey Westra, GPAC Commissioner.  “He is a fearless and bold leader that is always 

looking at not only what is important today, but more importantly tomorrow and in the future.” 
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